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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1337

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Health Care & Well ness (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Kenney, Skinner, Hunter, Priest, Darneille, Ericks,
Pettigrew, Hankins, Lantz, Fronhold, Walsh, WIIlians, Kessler, Haler,
Morrell, Bar | ow, Me Coy, Appl et on, O nsby, Spri nger, Canpbel |,
Moel | er, Lovick, Rolfes, Hasegawa, Flannigan, Hudgins, Hunt, G een,
Chase, Dunshee, Sinpson, Roberts, O Brien, Rodne, Dickerson, Quall,
Goodman, Linville, Hurst, Santos and Wl | ace)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 26/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to insurance coverage for colorectal cancer early
detection; and adding a new section to chapter 48.43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Health plans issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2008, nust
provi de benefits or coverage for colorectal cancer exam nations and
| aboratory tests consistent with the guidelines or recommendati ons of
the United States preventive services task force or the federal centers
for disease control and prevention. Benefits or coverage nust be
provi ded:

(a) For any of the colorectal screening exam nations and tests in
the sel ected guidelines or recommendations, at a frequency identified
in such guidelines or recomendations, as deened appropriate by the
patient's physician after consultation wth the patient; and

(b) To a covered individual who is:

(1) At least fifty years old; or

(i1) Less than fifty years old and at high risk or very high risk
for colorectal cancer according to such guidelines or recommendati ons.
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(2) To encourage col orectal cancer screenings, patients and health
care providers nust not be required to neet burdensone criteria or
overconme significant obstacles to secure such coverage. An individual
may not be required to pay an additional deductible or coinsurance for
testing that is greater than an annual deductible or coinsurance
established for simlar benefits. |[If the health plan does not cover a
simlar benefit, a deductible or coinsurance may not be set at a |evel
that materially dimnishes the value of the colorectal cancer benefit
required.

(3)(a) A health carrier is not required under this section to
provide for a referral to a nonparticipating health care provider,
unl ess the carrier does not have an appropriate health care provider
that is available and accessible to adm nister the screening exam and
that is a participating health care provider with respect to such
treat ment.

(b) If a health carrier refers an individual to a nonparticipating
heal th care provider pursuant to this section, screening exam services
or resulting treatnment, if any, nust be provided at no additional cost
to the individual beyond what the individual would otherw se pay for
services provided by a participating health care provider.

~-- END ---
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